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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of section 46, chapter 35
of the General Laws, there is herewith transmitted a report
of my predecessor in office, Mr. William D. T. Trefry, This
report was prepared under the immediate direction of Mr.
Theodore M. Waddell, Director of Accounts. It shows tabu-
lar statements of returns made by the several county officials
of their receipts and expenditures for the financial year
ending Dec. 31, 1920.
Respectfully submitted.
HEXRY F. LONG,




REPORT ON THE STATISTICS OF COUNTY
FINANCES.
Mr. Henry F. Long, Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation, State
House, Boston.
Sir: — I submit herewith a report on the Statistics of
County Finances for the year ending Dec. 31, 1920.
The statute requires that an examination be made, at
least once a year, of the several county offices responsible
for the collection or disbursement of public funds. There
are 312 such offices, and the books and accounts in these
offices have been examined and statements concerning the
examinations have been filed with the Division of Accounts.
The amount of money which must be checked has increased
over the previous year by nearly 15 per cent.
The business of the inferior courts, the examination of
whose accounts comprises the major part of our work, is
seemingly lighter, but the amount of money handled has in-
creased approximately 18 per cent, this increase showing in
the latter half of the year.
There are 102 probation officers in the State, who han-
dled money amounting to more than $1,120,000 during the
year, an increase of approximately 23 per cent over the pre-
vious year.
The amount of business done by the registers of deeds fell
off somewhat from the previous year, but there was an in-
crease in the amount of fees received by them amounting to
approximately $150,000, or an increase of 55 per cent. This
increase in revenue was the result of the passage of chapter
495 of the Acts of 1920, which fixed the. amount of fees to
be received by registers of deeds.
6 STATISTICS OF COUNTY FINANCES. [Jan. 1921.
During the year many conferences were held with county
officials relative to methods of accounting, and I am pleased
to state that they have shown their willingness to co-operate
with the Division in every way which will make for greater
efficiency in the handling of their accounts.
The work of the year has been done with a reduced force
of examiners, and as a result we have been unable to carry
out certain general schemes of accounting which we believe
will be of assistance in reporting the financial transactions of
the several counties.
I wish to express my appreciation of the faithful manner
in which the examiners of county accounts have performed
their respective duties, both in the making of the audits and
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